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The BMJ worked with researchers from the University of Bath and Sweden's Lund University to examine payments from private companies and charities to clinical commissioning groups in 2015 and 2016. Using data collected through requests made under freedom of information legislation, they found more than a thousand payments that were not included in the CCGs' online registers of competing interests, gifts, sponsorship, and hospitality.
Overall 3030 payments from private companies and charities were declared in CCGs' public registers in 2015 and 2016. But the researchers found an additional 1570 payments that were not listed.
Since March 2013 statutory guidance has required CCGs in England to declare conflicts of interest and to maintain and publish registers of their conflicts of interest and procurement decisions.
Most of the funds that drug companies gave to CCGs in the past two years were used to sponsor educational events.
Coventry and Rugby CCG was among the groups with the highest undeclared funding. It received 104 payments worth a total of £114 484 (€129 300; $153 330) in 2015 and 2016 to sponsor events, only half of which were listed in the its public registers.
Waltham Forest CCG, in northeast London, received 94 payments totalling £10 953 between January 2015 and March 2017 to sponsor events but listed only two of these in its public registers.
South Tyneside CCG received 87 payments totalling £14 976 to sponsor events in 2015-16 and 2016-17 but listed only 32, worth a total of £5196, in its public registries.
After events sponsorship, the next most common use of drug industry funding was for financing projects. For example, Southwark CCG received four payments worth a total of £24 000 in 2015-16 from three drug companies for an atrial fibrillation treatment review project. But the group did not publish details of this funding on its website.
Commenting on the findings of The BMJ's investigation, Robert Morley, policy lead on contracts and regulation for the BMA's General Practitioners Committee, said it was "astonishing" that CCGs were failing to declare so many of the payments they received.
He said, "All public bodies have a clear legal obligation and public duty to declare all relevant donations, and particularly so in the case of CCGs receiving money from bodies where there is such a clear conflict of interest. 
